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The Effects of Cooperative versus Non-cooperative
Language Learning Activities on Afghan EFL students’
Motivation and Proficiency
Dr. Elahe Sotudehnama
Zahra Ghorbanzadeh'

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects of cooperative
Versus non-cooperative language learning on EFL students’ English
learning motivation and their English language proficiency in
Afghanistan. To do so, a sample PET (2004) was administered
among ) :Y¥students in Khatam-olAnbia Scientific and Cultural
Organization, from whom 62 students were chosen as participants for
this study and then were randomly assigned to the experimental and
comparison groups. In the experimental group, English language was
taught for three months, using cooperative activities such as team
jigsaw, write around, role play in groups, numbered heads
together, team/pair correction, four-step interview, and write
around, and role plays in groups. In contrast, in the comparison group,
English language was taught non-cooperatively for the same amount
of time, using the traditional methods such as Grammar-Translation
and Audio-Lingual methods. The data was collected from sample PET
(2004)and the motivation questionnaire (Taguchi, Magin, &Papi,
2009), which both were administered in both groups. The data analysis
of the study shows that cooperative language learning helped the
experimental group to outperform the comparison group significantly
not only in English language learning motivation but also in English
language proficiency.

Pro. of Eshrag University literature faculty '
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1. Introduction

The importance of motivation in enhancing second/foreign language
learning is undeniable. Lifrieri (2005) points out that “when asked
about the factors which influence individual levels of success in any
activity such as language learning, most people would certainly
mention motivation among them” (p. 4). Gardner (2006) argues that
those students who are more motivated will be more successful than
those who have a lower degree of motivation. Also, Coriolano (2011)
asserts that during their experience as an English teacher, they have
found out that motivation is bound to be the key for students’
understanding. In addition, he believes that those who are motivated
are certainly more successful in any efforts of learning compared to
those who have no motivation at all. Among many ways to enhance
students’ motivation toward English language learning, using
cooperative learning is the most effective one. In this regard, EI-Saghir
(2003) believes:

Evidence from research demonstrates that one of the multiple benefits
of cooperative learning, which has been identified as one of the most
efficient instructional method of teaching English, is promoting
students’ affective domains. These psychological benefits of
cooperative learning include the lowering of anxiety and the
strengthening of motivation, self-esteem and empowerment (p. 2).
Further, cooperative language learning can be an effective way to
progress EFL students’ English language proficiency. That is; as
Javidi (2010) states, using a number of small teams of students, each
with a different level of learning ability, the variety of cooperative
language learning activities provides each member of a team with the
opportunities to feel responsibility for their own and their
classmates’ learning, creating an atmosphere of achievement in
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which students work through the assignment until all group members
successfully understand the lessons (Javadi, 2010).

However, in spites of many studies that point to the positive influence
of cooperative learning on academic achievements, social behavior,
and affective development in Asian contexts (Wang, 2012, Liang,
2002, & Basiri, 2012) many teachers of English in Afghanistan still
find difficulty incorporating this system of instructional method in
their classroom. In addition, little attention has been given to the
investigation of the effects of cooperative learning on EFL students’
motivation toward learning English and their English language
proficiency in this country. Accordingly, this study aims to investigate
the effects of cooperative learning on EFL students’ motivation and
proficiency in Afghanistan.

I1. Research Questions

1. Is there any significant difference in English language proficiency
of learners in the classes that do cooperative activities and those who do
not in Afghanistan?

2. Is there any significant difference in English learning motivation
of learners in the classes that do cooperative activities and those who do
not in Afghanistan?

I11. Methodology

Participants
At the beginning of the study, a sample PET (2004) was administered
to 103 students who had recently passed the previous EFL course
offered by Jesuit Refugee Service (JRS) in Khatamol Anbia Cultural
& Scientific Organization (KACSO). Then, the results of the students’
scores in this administration of PET helped the teacher to select a total
of 62 students whose scores fell between one standard deviation below
and above the mean as participants of this study, assigning randomly
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32 students in the experimental group and 30 students in the
comparison group.

Instruments
1. PET (2004), one of the standard proficiency tests was given to
students twice, once as a pre-test to ensure the homogeneity of the
participants and second as a post-test to compute the students’ gain
SCOres.
2. The final version of motivation questionnaire which was adapted from
Taguchi, Magin, and Papi (2009) based on Dornyei’s (2005) L2
Motivational Self System Theory was given to participants at the end of
the study.

Procedures
First, the researcher administered a sample PET (2004) to 103 students
who were volunteers for participating in the project, from whom only
total of 62 students whose scores fell between one standard deviation
below and above the mean were selected as participants and randomly
assigned to experimental and comparison groups (which included 32
participants in cooperative group and 30 participants in non-
cooperative group).
Then, the motivation questionnaire adapted from Tauguchi, Magin,
& Papi (2009) was administered in both groups to see if there was any
significant difference in their levels of English language motivation in
the beginning of the study. Unfortunately, either being unfamiliar or
demotivated, many of the participants in both groups didn’t answer
most of the questions and many of them were not even ready to fill in
the questionnaire at all. Referring to Oates, Kwiatkowski, and
Coulthhard (2010), who believe that the rights of the participants
should be considered as one chief principle of conducting a good
research, rather than impelling the students to answer the questions,
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the teacher decided to answer the second research question only with
their answers to the motivation questionnaire which was to be
administered at the end of the project. Both groups were taught
Intermediate Headway by the same teacher in a three-month period,
but using different activities, each is explained in details as following:

Experimental group
During the whole project, students had to learn all language skills and
sub skills in cooperation with their teammates, with other groups’
members, or with all their classmates. The cooperative activities used
in this study were mostly designed and applied in order to meet “the
key elements of successful group-based learning” proposed by Olsen
and Kagan (1992, cited in Richards & Rodgers, 2001, p. 196), which
are summarized as follow:

Team Jigsaw
Each student in a team was assigned one fourth of a text to read and
then share their understanding with their teammates in a well-
structured and rich discussion so that the team finally reached a full
understanding of the text, including interpretation of the text with
correct pronunciation of the words and grammatical structures of the
sentences. Sometimes, the longer and the more difficult texts required
the cooperation of the whole class to come to a convenient
understanding of the whole texts.
Write Around
Each team was given a sentence starter and all members were asked to
finish that sentence. Then, they passed their paper to a teammate, read
the one they received from the other teammate, and added a sentence
to the one they received. After a few rounds, four great stories must
have emerged from each group, among which they chose their favorite
one and presented it in class.
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Comment 17: Sorry teacher, Thanks for your good comment, but they
have different names because they are different activities. | mentioned
some of them in abstract, but mistakenly explained some other. So, |
changed the terms in abstract.
Role Play in Groups

Each group was to read the dialogues, summarize the gist of the
content, and practice the dialogue in groups. However, either at the
beginning of the activity or during practicing the dialogues, the teacher
helped students to feed new language including new vocabulary and
grammar structures and learn some gestures appropriate for the roles
they would play. Accordingly, each student in a team was to learn all
verbal and non-verbal communications needed for the success of their
group role play in class.

Numbered Heads Together
In this activity, a number of students came together, each was assigned
a number. Then, each student wrote her answer to the question asked
by the teacher in class, discussed it with their teammates, and then
announced their group readiness to present their answers. Then, the
teacher randomly called a number and the student with that number in
the team had to respond to the question. This student’s responses
determined not only the group’s score for her team but also her own
individual score. This activity aimed to encourage all students in a
team to have efforts in finding the answers so that if they were
randomly selected to present the answers, they wouldn’t cause losing
their own and their teammates’ scores.

Team/Pair Correction
In this activity, each student in a team was to read the text which was
written by their teammates and present their feedback to them to note
their mistakes if they had any. Grammatical structures, appropriate
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word usages, and correct pronunciation of the words were the
important parts that each student was to focus and give their comments
on. Accordingly, since besides their common group score, all students
in a team were given an individual score, they were to do their best for
correcting their teammates’ mistakes, otherwise, any mistakes by their
teammates would certainly decrease some grades from their score.

It should be noted that sometimes this activity was applied in pairs and
each student was to correct her partner’s mistakes, otherwise her own
score would be decreased if her partner made a mistake. Further, when
students were asked to give comments on each other’s work based on
a list of criteria which had been already set, they also practiced
developing and using the skills required to evaluate their own work as
well.

Four-Step Interview

Each person in the group had to produce, receive, and report
information in the team. In the first step of this cooperative learning
structure, one student interacted with two teammates, taking
interviews from them about the topic which was chosen from the
textbook by the teacher. That was while, the forth member took notes,
preparing a report from their interviews. Then, in the next three steps,
students changed their roles in a way that up to the end of the activity
each student was given twice the role of an interviewee, once the role
of an interviewer, and once the role of a reporter. At the end, one
student was randomly selected by the teacher to present what the group
discussed and concluded for their reports in the class. In addition to
their group score, the selected student would receive her individual
score from what she presented in class. The purpose of this activity
was to persuade each student to make efforts in taking and giving as
much information as she could when interviewing their teammates
because either her group score or her individual score might have been
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decreased by any mistakes committed by her teammates or herself as
well when sharing the groups’ conclusions with the class.

Round table
Based on this structure, each student in a team was either to write or
to say something in turn about the topic that was given to the team.
Then, after all group members shared their ideas in several round, they
were to discuss and conclude about what they would present in the
class. This cooperative structure gave them the chance first to have
interaction with their partners and then to interact with all their
teammates.

Think-pair Share
Based on this structure, each group was given a question including
grammatical, vocabulary, or reading comprehension questions. Then,
each student in the team was to discuss with her partner to conclude
about a convincing answer. Then, each pair presented their answers
with the group so that they discuss and come to a common answer.
Similarly, this cooperative structure gave students the chance to have
interactions both in pairs and in groups.
(Comment 19): I explained in answer to comment 17. | added the four
extera in abstract.

Comparison group
In this class, using the traditional teaching methods such as Grammar-
Translation and Audio-Lingual methods, students usually worked
alone and didn’t have the chance to practice cooperative activities. In
fact, students had to learn any part in the textbook individually and
they were controlled not to have interaction in terms of giving and
receiving information and were encouraged to have competition
rather than cooperation by assigning them non-cooperative
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activities and homework. The summery of how each part in the
textbook was taught is described in subsequent sections.

Grammar
Students had to learn any grammar rules explained by the teacher
throughout her lecture and then to apply what they had understood in
producing and translating grammatical sentences. At the end of
teaching any grammar point, which mostly included teaching tenses,
phrase, clauses, and sentence patterns, students were to answer some
questions. In fact, the degree of students’ understanding of any
grammar lesson was examined either through giving them a quiz or
assigning them some homework and class activity that were related to
the already taught grammar point.

Vocabulary
The teacher started teaching any unit in the textbook with her writing
of new words and expressions on the board. Then, she asked students
to repeat all the written words one by one for several times,
emphasizing the correct pronunciation, stress, rhythm, and intonation.
Next, the teacher explained some important points about each word,
including parts of speech, grammatical functions, collocation, and
word usage by means of their definition, description, and translation.
At the end, students were given time to note the vocabulary in their
notebooks, apply them to make some sentences and translate sentences
between English and Dari.

Reading
First, in order to elicit student’s general information about a reading
topic the teacher randomly selected some students to individually
present their personal opinions to some pre-reading questions written
in the textbook. Then, each student in turn was to read aloud a piece
of the text and translate it into Dari. Next, once again, students were
randomly selected to individually answer the questions, but this time
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to check their comprehension and understanding of some specific
information in the text.

Writing
At the end of each lesson, there was a different writing activity that all
were to be accomplished by any student individually in this class.
These activities which included form filling, linking words, sentence
combination, describing writing, story writing, letter writing,
composition, and punctuation rules were individually assigned to any
individual student to do either as their class work or their homework.
Then, the teacher checked their assignment, corrected their mistakes,
and gave her comments.

Listening
First, the teacher asked some pre-listening questions and determined
some volunteer students to individually present their answers in class.
Then, all students had to listen to the audio parts to find some specific
information and complete the textbook exercises. Textbook contained
many different listening activities such as answering questions, filling
the gaps, matching the words or sentences, and multiple choices, all of
which were to be completed by each individual student in her own
book.

Speaking
Each unit of the textbook contained different speaking activities,
which mostly included making a dialogue or a conversation, arranging
a role-play, discussing a topic, answering questions, and giving
presentation. However, in this class, all speaking activities were well
managed and modified by the teacher in some ways so that students
would not practice speaking in cooperation as much as possible. For
example, for fulfillment of conversation or dialogue part, the teacher
translated the content between English and Dari and then asked
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students to repeat after her for several times. Also, for practicing role
plays, pairs of students were randomly selected, each was randomly
assigned a role, and asked to present her parts in front of the class while
the others remained silent, passively listened and watched the role-
play. Answering the questions of the text book and presenting their
lectures were also conducted certainly individually by each student in
this group

IV. Results

Results of the First Research Question
To answer the first research question, in the beginning of the study,
PET (2004) was administered in both groups. Then, One-Sample
Kolmogrov-Smirnov normality test was conducted, the result of which
showed that PET was normally distributed for both the experimental
group (z =0.419, p = 0.995) and the comparison group (z =0.893, p =
0.402). Afterwards,

the descriptive statistics were conducted, the results of which are shown
in Table 1.

Table 1
The Descriptive Statistics of Students” PET Scores in Both Groups
Group N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error of Mean
Experimental |32 48.78 7.268 1.285
Comparison 30 49.67 8.430 1.539

Based on Table 1, the mean of the comparison group (M = 49.67) is
higher than the mean of experimental group (M = 48.78). However, to
see whether this mean difference is significant or not, an independent
samples t-test was run, the result of which is provided in Table 2.
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Table 2
Independent Samples T-test for Students” PET Scores in Pre-test
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As shown in Table 2, variances are equal (F = 2.36, p = 0.129), and
the t-value shows that the difference is not significant (t (60) = 0.444,
p = 0.659). It means that at the beginning of the study there was no
significant difference in English language proficiency between the two
groups, indicating their homogeneity in this respect.

At the end of study, PET (2004) was administered once again in both
groups. Conducting One-Sample Kolmogrov-Smirnov normality test,
PET was also normally distributed for both the experimental group (z
= 0.419, p = 0.995) and the comparison group (z = 0.893, p = 0.402)
when it was used as post-test at the end of the study. Then, students’
gain scores were computed which could show any change in English
language proficiency in the two groups.
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PET Gain Scores

Table 3
Descriptive Statistics of Students’ PET Gain Scores in Both Groups
Std. Std. Error
Groups N Mean Deviation Mean
Experimental 32 7.2188 3.0025 0.5307
Comparison 30 ]3.9333 4.2905 0.7833

As shown in Table 3, the descriptive statistics of these results showed
that the mean of the experimental group (M = 7.21, Std = 3) is higher
than the mean of the comparison group (M = 3.93, Std =4.29). It means
that cooperative language learning helped the experimental group to
outperform the comparison group in English language proficiency

after the treatment.

Table 4
Independent-Samples t-test for Students’ PET Gain Scores
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However, as Table 4 demonstrates, in students’ gain scores, variances
are equal (F =2.23, p=0.14), and the t-value shows that the difference
is significant (t 60 = 3.51, p = 0.001). It means that after the treatment
there was a significant difference in English language proficiency
between the experimental and the comparison groups.

Results of the Second Research Question
First, as it was mentioned, at the beginning of the study, the motivation
questionnaire was administered in both groups, but due to any possible
reason including having been so demotivated, bored of the previous
English teaching project, or not being used to filling questionnaires,
only 12 participants in both groups answered to some questions. Here
it should be referred to Oates, Kwiatkowski, and Coulthhard (2010)
who argue that in order to conduct a good research, investigators
should achieve participants’ confidence, respect, and trust.
Accordingly, “for ethical reasons, some areas of human experience
and behavior may be beyond the reach of experiment, observation or
other forms of psychological interventions™ (p. 4).
Accordingly, respecting the participants’ rights in the research, the
teacher didn’t impel the students to complete the questionnaire, and
answered the second research question based only on students’
answers to the motivation questionnaire which was administered at the
end of the project. Then, conducting One-Sample Kolmogrov-
Smirnov test, the normality of distribution for both the experimental
group (z= 0.967, p=0.307) and the comparison group (z= 0.523,
p=0.947) was secured. Afterwards, the descriptive statistics of
students’ motivation scores were conducted, the result of which are
shown in table below.
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Table 5
Descriptive Statistics of Both Groups in Motivation Questionnaire

Groups N Mean Std. Deviation Std. Error
Mean
Motivation Scores = orimental | 32 | 281.00 18.02 3.18
Comparison 30 268.37 17.70 3.23

As shown in table 5, the experimental group with the mean of 281 (Std
= 18.02) outperformed the comparison group with the mean of 268
(Std = 17.70) in English language motivation after the treatment.
However, to see if this difference was statistically significant or not,
an independent samples t-test was run, the result of which is provided
in the table below.

Table 6
Independent Samples T-test for Motivation Questionnaire
Leven’s Test for
Equality of Variances T-test for Equality of Means
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As shown in Table 6, in motivation questionnaire, variances are equal
(F = 0.094, p = 0.760) and the t-value shows that the difference is
significant (t 60 = 2.78, p = 0.007). It means that cooperative language
learning was effective enough to bring statistically significant
difference in students’ motivation level.

V1. Discussions

Discussion of the First Research Question

The findings for this research question shows that not only those who did
cooperative language learning obtained a higher mean score than those who
did non-cooperative language learning, but also this difference is statistically
significant. In other words, cooperative language learning was effective
enough to bring a statistically significant difference in English language
proficiency between those who did cooperative language learning activities
and those who did not.

This result is in agreement with what Dornyei (1997) asserts about the
effects of cooperative language learning on EFL students’ English language
proficiency. As he says, the majority of previous researchers that studied
cooperative language learning concluded that this method of instruction
provides the EFL students with more English language gains. This result
also confirms what Richard and Rodgers’ (2001) claim about the
applicability of this type of language learning. That is, as these researchers
believe that cooperative language learning can be used in a variety of
curriculum settings, for students with different learning styles and different
communicative strategies, the result of this research show that this method
of instruction can end in success in Afghanistan, a country where EFL
students are not so familiar with cooperative language learning.

However, this result is in disagreement with Thanh, Gillies, and Renshaw
(2008), who say that incomparability of educational system of western
countries with that of Asian countries may cause the application of such
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method for Asian students to end in some negative and unwanted results
such as low-achiever students. This result doesn’t confirm Annette’s (1994)
belief that “difference in language and culture are often subtle but affect
students’ classroom participation in several ways” (p. 3) either. She says, for
example, that though the teacher may prefer cooperative language learning
such as class discussions, the students who have experienced a teacher-
centered learning environment may not feel comfortable with this activity
and not succeed in their English language learning efforts. In contrast, in this
study, though students had been totally unfamiliar with cooperative
language learning, this method helped the experimental group to outperform
the comparison group in English language proficiency.

Discussion of the Second Research Question

In respect to the second research question it should be said that the statistical
analysis of students’ results in motivation questionnaire shows that there is
statistically a significant difference in students’ English learning motivation
between those who did cooperative language learning compared to those
who did non-cooperative language learning in this study.

This finding is in disagreement with what Fotovatnia and Namjoo (2013)
concluded about the effects of cooperative word games as an example of
cooperative language learning on EFL students’ motivation in Iran. That is,
this researcher found out that there was not a noticeable difference between
learners’ amount of motivation after playing cooperative word games and
their amount of motivation after competitive games. This finding also
rejects Thanh, Gillies, and Renshaw’s (2008) belief about the inapplicability
of cooperative learning principles in Asian contexts and that this method of
teaching may end in some negative or unwanted results. However, this
result confirms what other researchers concluded about the positive effects
of cooperative language learning on EFL students’ motivation in other Asian

contexts (Emanuelsson, 2012 in Gothenburg, Hynes, 2012 in Japan, Jafari
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& Nejad Ansari, 2012 in Iran, Liang, 2002 in Taiwan, and Wang, 2012 in
China).

At the end, it should be noted that due to lack of cooperation of participants
in filling the questionnaire in the beginning of the study, unfortunately the
motivation level was not examined between the two groups and, therefore,
the significance difference which was found just in English language
motivation was based only on their results in motivation questionnaire which
was administered at the end of the study. However, referring to Cacciattolo
& McKenna (2012), who claim that motivation is the most and the first
essential condition that should be certainly met in order to achieve a
successful and effective learning, it can be logical to conclude that the
experimental groups’ outperformance in English language proficiency
certainly relates to the higher level of motivation that this group shows at the
end of the study. Otherwise, if the experimental group didn’t outperform the
comparison group in English language motivation, we wouldn’t have had
the outperformance of the experimental group in English language
proficiency.

Sorry teacher, I couldn’t understand the comment 31!

V. Conclusions, Implications, & Suggestions for Further Researches
Based on statistical analysis which was emerged through running
independent samples t-test, it is concluded that with the mean difference of
3.28 and the p-value of 0.001 those who learned English cooperatively
outperformed significantly those who learned the language non-
cooperatively in English language. Also, with the mean difference of 12.63
and the p-value of 0.007, it is concluded that the experimental group
outperformed the comparison group in English language learning motivation
as well.

Accordingly, if cooperative language learning program is regarded as a
necessary part of curriculum and some cooperative learning activities are
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integrated seriously into English language learning process, it would bring a
marked improvement in Afghan EFL students’ motivation and proficiency
and, therefore, would benefit both teaching and learning English in
Afghanistan. However, it should not be ignored that as Kagan (2001) says,
in order to obtain the most success in all language learning purposes that are
supposed to be met in cooperative language learning, some important
conditions, including positive interdependence, individual accountability,
equal participation, and developing social skills should be truly applied.
Therefore, the teachers of English had better to increase their knowledge and
develop their skills in using different methods of English language teaching
in general and CLL in particular. They should explicitly explain for students
what they need to know about the usefulness, the purpose, and the ways of
truly applying this method. In fact, if both the teachers and the students are
competent enough of the required knowledge about cooperative language
learning, this method will end in more success, even more than what resulted
in this study.

Also, it should not be ignored that in spite of the fact that CLL is a time
consuming process which should be socially and culturally constructed
(Byrd, 2009), in this study, due to lack of time a text book was used, which
was planned to be taught just in three months and included western culture,
but fortunately, it caused a significant difference both in students’ English
motivation and achievement. Therefore, with the positive results obtained in
this study, which approves the success applicability of this method of
instruction for Afghan EFL students, the material developers are suggested
to think of developing some material, being designed specifically for CLL,
including the culture of Afghanistan, and specifying more time that should
be allocated for this method of instruction so that it ends in the most success
that is expected.

Further, since this study investigated the effects of CLL on students’ English
language proficiency in general, further researches need to be conducted to
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investigate this method of instruction for each language skill in particular.
Because as each skill by itself may demand a different type and a different
level of students’ motivation, further studies need to be conducted to
investigate the effects of CLL on EFL students’ motivation toward learning
each language skill and sub-skill in particular.

Also, since each student obtained an overall score from the whole motivation
questionnaire, it is not clear what reasons exactly stand behind the students’
English learning motivation. Therefore, if each question in the questionnaire
is closely examined, quantitatively and qualitatively, more information
would have been achieved. Besides, since this study only searched how CLL
would change the learners’ motivation in general, further studies would
examine how such method would change each type of motivation in
particular. Further, since using a survey method, this study examined the
effects of CLL only across female intermediate students with a wide age
range; further studies are suggested to investigate the effects of such method
on the same variables across male students with other levels of English
proficiency and with more specific age range.

Besides, since this method of instruction is socially and culturally
constructed, other researches can compare its effects among English learners
in different cities, and even in different Asian countries including Iran, a
country which has many cultural similarities and Japan or China, which have
many cultural differences with Afghanistan. In this case, the effects of the
interactions between cultural diversity and CLL on English language
proficiency and motivation will be investigated as well.

Finally, the results obtained in this study were concluded only after a short
time, i.e., a three-month program. Further studies should be conducted,
taking more time for investigating the effects of such method on learners’

motivation and proficiency, which may demand more time to attribute some
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changes. Also, it needs to be examined whether these effects are just
temporary or may continue for a longer time.
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The Manipulation Rate in the Persian Translation of George
Orwell’s Novel with Regard to its Function

Omid Noori!

Abstract

This paper attempts to elaborate on some translation strategies leading
to any kind of changes happened at the time of translation, in other words,
the kind of manipulation applied by the translator due to the policies,
norms and conventions. To do so, first and foremost, the term
manipulation is accounted for, regarding some strategies applied in this
respect. Then the novel “A Clergyman’s daughter” written by George
Orwell, 1935, in the UK, and its Persian translation by Mohammad Ali
Jadiri, published in Tabriz in 1388 (solar Year), are investigated in order
to find the items manipulated in the Persian translation. The results show
that the translator applied non-manipulation in his translation as there are
many items unchanged in his translation. However, there exist other
manipulative strategies in his translation. Among them attenuation is the
strategy found in the translation that sets to make the items in accordance
with the target culture.

Keywords: Manipulation, Non-manipulation, Translation Strategies,
Function of Translation, Norms, Conventions, Ideologies

1. Introduction

The translators all around the world face some restrictive policies,
ideologies, norms and conventions that they have to consider while
translating. Regarding this fact that these factors influence translation, the
translators follow certain strategies to cope with the difficulties and to fill
the gaps in the target context. Manipulation happens when an item in the
ST does not exist in the TT or when an item in the ST is not

' Pro. of Eshraq University literature faculty



VYAV (15wt o jlack— Bl publ hin g _ sals ol busd /

commensurate with the TT culture, norms and credence. Thus the
translators manipulate the text by means of adding or deleting some items
or substituting an item with another, so that the text seems more natural
to the target text readers and has no discrepancy in the TT culture. On the
other hand, some other translators do not change the items that might bear
sensitivity in TT culture, and they use their existing established
equivalents without change, a strategy which is called ‘non-
manipulation’.

In this paper it is attempted to highlight those items, existing in the
novel “A clergyman’s Daughter”, that are not compatible with the culture
of Iran and to see what strategies are used by the translator to adapt them
to the Iranian culture.

2. Functional Based Translation
A text always carries a context with itself and the context is shaped within
a culture (Lefevere, 1992). Before 1980s, when “cultural turn” was put
forward by Bassnett and Lefevere, translation happened at word level and
it was just linguistic elements that frequently were taken into account,
and almost no translator was aware of the influence of culture on
translation, thus their product was a mere linguistically based equivalent
to the respective ST. But then, and by the impact of “cultural turn” on
translation studies, a new era of translation arrived and a categorical
horizon opened for translators, through which they could look at the text
in much further scope and they tended to set culture as the level of
translation (Lefevere and Bassnett, 1990). This fact, however, creates a
very important gap in translation. Where cultures are not in line with each
other, translators have to change some items in order to adapt the text to
the specified needs of the target culture. Since, based on Vermeer (1970),
this is the needs and the expectations of the target text readers that set the
goal and purpose of translation. With this regard it can be said that
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translators should not be only bilingual, but also bicultural, so that they
become able to readjust the cultural references properly (Lefevere, 1992).
According to Toury (1985), it is the target culture recipients who serve as
the initiator of the decision of what to translate and how to translate. Since
the translation should be based on the interest of the target readers. Based
on skopos theory put forward by Vermeer (1970), knowing why a source
text is being translated and what function it has, is of great significance
for translators. A TT must be fit with ST in purpose, they must be of the
same direction and that is to say it must be ‘functionally adequate’
(Vermeer, 1970), meaning that TT purpose should be compatible with the
original author’s intentions. A culture, then allocates different functions
to translations of different texts (Lefevere, 1992). The function assigned
to translation depends both on the audience and the status of the source
text, which is supposed to be presented in the target culture (ibid). If the
culture is the unit of translation, there will be two types of translation, i.e.
‘intracultural’ and ‘intercultural’ translation. The former represents texts
from the same culture, which can be said it is a form of rewriting, and the
latter represents texts from different cultures (ibid). What is deemed
important is the ‘image’ created for the audiences or receivers through
manipulation and rewriting, rather than the ‘reality’ itself (ibid), since the
majority of audiences are non-experts and they place credence in what
they receive.

From the view point of TT culture and TT literature, “all translation
implies a certain degree of manipulation of the source text for a certain
purpose” (Hermans, 1985:11). The kind of manipulation is determined
based on the purpose and function of the ST and more importantly, the
ideology of the patronage.
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3. Patronage and Policy of Translation

Patronage is defined as the powers that can hinder or further some factors
in the literary system (Lefevere, 1992). They include political parties,
religious bodies, social classes, royal courts, publishers and, the last but
not the least, the media (ibid). Literary system is controlled by two
important factors. i.e. “Ideology and Poetology” (ibid). Basically,
poetological factors control the system from inside the text, while patrons
hold special ideologies to control the text from outside (ibid). According
to Lefevere (1992) patronage, on the one hand, consists of three
interactive elements. Namely, ‘ideological, economic and status
components’. On the other hand, patronage can be differentiated or
undifferentiated, it is undifferentiated if all the elements are controlled by
one person in authority (ibid).

It is obvious that all kinds of writing fall within a certain policy, and
translation is not exceptional since it is a form of writing. Thus translation
and politics are interrelated. This fact is rather among translation scholars
that all translators’ choices, from what to translate and how to translate
are determined by political decisions (Schaffner, 1995). Based on
Schaffner (1995), all the patronage elements are political in nature and
politics influence the literary system by influencing patronage. Bearing
this fact in mind, manipulation occurs under specific policy. But the term
‘manipulation’ carries a very vast sense that should be illuminated in
order to have a better understanding and framework.

4. Manipulation as an Adjustment Tool

Manipulation mostly covers the area of literary translation. Most of the
scholars of this field, including Hermans, Toury, Lefevere, etc. have
concentrated on the literary translation and manipulation. Manipulation
is used to advance an ideology or to keep the readers away from an
ideology (Lefevere, 1992). In Longman Contemporary Dictionary 5th
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edition, manipulation is defined as “to work skillfully with information,
systems etc to achieve the result that you want, or to use skill in moving
or handling something”. This means that manipulation is not just working
with a text. It can be in other technical disciplines where one can work
with his or her hand to make something work better, sometimes through
deceiving others (Dukate, 2007).

Manipulation is of some types and classifications that many scholars on
the field of translation have considered. The first type based on Dukate
(2007) covers manipulation as being ‘habitual manipulation’ versus
‘translational manipulation’. Habitual manipulation happens in everyday
context, as stated in Longman dictionary; manipulation is not just about
translation. Thus habitual manipulation deals with our everyday activity
and “is perceived as the use of devious means to achieve certain, usually,
mischievous ends” (Dukate, 2007:66). But if habitual manipulation
happens in professional contexts such as, “medicine, finances or
statistics, computing, mathematics, agriculture, religion, etc,
manipulation acquires a wider scope and may be of positive, negative or
neutral nature” (ibid). On the other hand, translational manipulation is
one that according to many scholars exists in every kind of translation.
Thus this type of manipulation is specific for translation and is the
objective of this paper as well. Translational manipulation includes some
strategies to meet the related ideology.

As the manipulative strategies are considered at the time of translation
investigation, they are mentioned on the table discussed in the following
section. This type of text handling could be termed as deletion,
substitution, attenuation, addition (Dukate, 2007). Deletion happens
when an item existing in the source text is omitted in the target text and
therefore no reference to that item can be found. Substitution occurs when
an item in the target text is replaced with another that can be of same type
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regarding its reference with the source text item. Attenuation is another
type of manipulation in which one tries to “mitigate some taboo words or
upgrade standard language” (Dukate, 2007:56). Attenuation is mainly a
moral consideration. The other kind of translational manipulation is
addition. It happens when an item is added to the target text, and so there
is no reference to the respective item in the source text.

The other classification is ‘conscious’ or ‘unconscious’ manipulation
(Dukate, 2007). Conscious manipulation is deliberate. Meaning that a
translator is of course aware of his/her work and does this in order to
achieve his or her objectives set by a certain ideology. Conscious
manipulation is either “ideological” or “lingua-cultural” (Dukate,
2007:82, and also quoted in Bolouri, 2015). Based on Dukate (2007)
ideological manipulation is intended to fulfill a specific kind of ideology
imposed or set by the so-called patronage. Manipulation, on the other
hand, can be lingua-cultural in which cultural references and linguistic
items are changed due to the cross- linguistic and cross-cultural
differences between two languages (ibid). In contrast, manipulation is
unconscious, in which a translator manipulates the text ‘unintentionally’

(3

and it results from “workings of human psyche which may manifest
themselves as normalization, explicitation or digressions” (Dukate,
2007:83). It is because of specific source text features that attempts to
find “a suitable target culture version for a source culture phenomenon”
(ibid), and on the other hand it can be as the result of “ignorance, which
manifests itself as errors of various kinds” (ibid). She considers human
psyche as being related to psychological factors and thus unconscious
manipulation is psychologically induced that some types of errors happen
because of this factor (ibid).

Manipulation is also divided into another type based on Dukate (2007).

This type includes manipulation as handling, manipulation as distortion
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and manipulation as improvement (ibid, also quoted in Blouri, 2015).
Manipulation as handling maintains that any text involves manipulation,
since it “changes the state of affairs, i.e. it brings something new into the
Target Culture (TC), thus changing its environment to a larger or smaller
extent” (Dukate, 2007:69). Thus due to the changed context in every
translation, any kind of translation is regarded as being manipulated.
Manipulation as distortion is “the changing of the meaning or purpose of
something which does not correspond to the truth” (ibid). Thus it is a
form of misrepresentation of the meaning of the source text. This can be
done in various ways, for example by “adding or omitting parts of the
message, changing the tone or meaning of the original” (ibid).
Manipulation as improvement is any kind of change that makes the text
better for the target text reader (Dukate, 2007). “Among the changes,
there are shifts of punctuation, lexical choice, change of style, sentence
structure and textual organization” (Dukate, 2007:70).

Still another type of manipulation based on Dukate (2007) is text-internal
manipulation and text-external manipulation. Text-external manipulation
“proceeds outside the text” (Dukate, 2007:85). It involves all kinds of
constraints and hindrances affecting translation from outside (Dukate,
2007). This is the kind of manipulation that can be referred to the
Polysystem theory put forward by Even-Zohar, in which a system is
influenced by some external factors (Dukate, 2007). The text-internal
manipulation deals with the inside text changes and shifts that happen at
micro or macro level linguistic or cultural manipulation (Dukate, 2007).
The text-internal and text-external manipulations consist of other stated
types of manipulation and there is interrelation among them i.e. handling,
improvement and distortion (Dukate, 2007).
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5. Methodology and Procedure
The model of analysis of this paper was the kind of translational
conscious text-internal manipulation. As for examining the manipulated
items, the novel named ‘A Clergyman’s Daughter’ written by George
Orwell, published in the UK in 1935 was scrutinized in deep analysis, as
well as its Persian translation by Mohammad Ali Jadiri, published in
Tabriz in 1388 (solar Year). The analysis was based on browsing the
items which would have been of sensitivity in Persian language and
culture and they would have been regarded as taboo or not recommended
to be used. Then they were found and listed on table 1 besides the strategy
applied by the translator to manipulate those items. On the other hand,
those non-manipulated items that had not been changed by the translator
were taken into account and were represented on the table in detail.

6. Findings and Discussion
After the two books were analyzed, based on the objective of the paper,
some items that were highly likely to be marked as not suitable were
found and afterwards their respective translation into Persian were
analyzed. The purpose of the paper was the manipulated and non-
manipulated items in the translation regarding the strategy the translator
applied. Considering the manipulative strategies, as were discussed in the
review of literature section, the items included deletion (0), addition (1),
substitution (0), attenuation (7), intensification (0), borrowing (2),
generalization (0) and those non-manipulated items (8) that can be seen
on table 1 by their respective source text items.

It became clear that the translator had been trying to attenuate the
items, meaning that he wanted to make the items sound less improper in
the target culture. The attenuated items in the translation constituted
38.88 percent of the total number. As it can be seen the words or phrases
used in the original language are supposed to be used in the culture of
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original language but are deemed to be improper in Persian. Therefore
the manipulative strategy of the translator was propitiously applied to
make the sense of those items sound better.

However, he had not manipulated some other items, which covered 44.44
percent of the total number of manipulated items along with those non-
manipulated ones. This shows that the translator was not so much
restricted by the target culture. It can be due to the fact that the patronage
supporting the translator had not imposed the translator to be completely
in line with the target culture. In contrast, it may be supposed that the
patronage and the translator himself had intended to be more original-
based and bring the original culture in the vicinity of the target text
culture, so that the target readers become familiar with the original text
culture.

There are still other strategies applied by the translator. They were
borrowing and addition, which in order constituted 11.11 percent and
5.55 percent. The borrowed items were usually used in the target culture.
Thus more or less it can be said that these items too, were not manipulated
so much by the translator. Nevertheless, the item added to the target text
and there was no reference to which in the original text, was a
manipulative strategy since it aimed at making the sense of the original
item sound better.

Finally, the strategies deletion, intensification and generalization were
not applied in the translation and no translated items seemed to be
translated considering these strategies. Once again this fact reveals that
the translation was more original-culture based rather than target-culture
based. Table 1 shows all the findings in detail with their respective
translations.
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Table 1- Manipulations and Non-manipulations found in the translation of “4 Clergyman’s Novel” into
Persian
No. Item Deletion | Addition | Substit | Attenua | Intensif | Borrowing | General Non-
- - ution tion ication ization | manipulation
English Persian
1 Sexual ez lie 2 =
Coldness
2 sex-appeal i =
3 bastard B *
4 I dance PUFER *
5 The Jaall g e *
influence of
alcohol
6 Whisky (s 5k = *
bottle
7 warmth of | 2 20 ol =
his wine
8 gavehera | oIl e aue * =
wet kiss
9 Seized her *
and kissed
her
10 Only *
women had
breasts
11 | bitter scent 5 ® *
of sulphur e
and cool S
beer S gl
12 Parl:iall}' A aas *
undressed
13 | “Youonthe I =
beach, e 4 4
kid?" i
14 | ifyouwant | ;1 g3, 0 *
the lend of s s
alipstick, | =«
15 rape it gelas *
Total 0/18 118 018 718 018 118 018 818
(0%) (5.55%%) | (0%) | (38.8%) [ (0%) | (1L.11%) | (0%) (44.44%)
Total No. of manipulations and Manipulations: 10/18
non-manipulations found Non-manipulations: 8/18

7. Conclusion
The present paper attempted to find the

manipulated and non-

manipulated items in the translation of the book “A Clergyman’s
daughter” written by George Orwell, 1935, in the UK based on its literary
function in the target culture. The translation was by Mohammad Ali
Jadiri that was published in Tabriz in 1388 (solar Year). Manipulation
occurs mostly based on an ideology and a kind of patronage that both of
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which control the literary system in a specific culture and thus they
dominate what to be translated and how a text to be translated.

After analyzing the two books it was revealed that the translator mainly
applied the non-manipulation strategy. After that for some other items,
mostly attenuation was the strategy used by the translator to make them
sound better in the target culture.

Generally speaking manipulation is an issue that can be researched about
in many ways and with much closer scope. | considered some of the
matters affecting the kind of manipulative strategy that causes the text
deviate from its normal path. However other aspects can be considered
by researchers while browsing books and libraries in order to illuminate
what happens in translation. This leads to a better understanding and
awareness in translation studies and translation practice and so they are
the translators themselves that can benefit the fruits of the useful research
on the discipline.
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